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I have never felt greater attachment to my friends and brothers here than I do at this moment    If uncalled for words have ever fallen from the lips of any individual  or from   my own, it is the   infirmity of human nature ; not, I am sure, the fruit of deliberate unkindness; and as I hope to be forgiven, I forgive everything.    Where there is honor and justice and the fear of God on botli sides, as I trust there is here, there is seldom any need of the slightest difficulty.   What we all desire is the best interests of the society, of the families that worship here, of the souls that look to this place for immortal food.    We have been together too long; we have known each other too well; we have stood too often by each other's side in scenes of joy and in the hour of grief, for any unworthy emotion to be cherished long in our breasts. I look  on these walls with  inexpressible   interest; every seat has a story to tell of the past which we cannot think of unmoved.    We have sat in heavenly places  here with  those who are  now in   heavenly places above; our songs have ascended in pleasant harmony with those who now offer praise before the highest throne ; the venerable and the beloved have been trained to holiness in our companionship; whatever may be the future we have been blest in the past; and whether this pulpit shall be filled by him who now addresses you, or by another who shall fill it more worthily, he will never cease to call down apon it the choicest benedictions of Heaven.
" Peace be within these walls, and prosperity within